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UPSC CIVIL SERVICES (PRELIMINARY) EXAMINATION 2021 
 

 
Question 1   |   Economy / Monetary Authority – RBI 
Consider the following statements: 
1. The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is appointed by the Central Government. 
2. Certain provisions in the Constitution of India give the Central Government the right to issue directions to 
the RBI in public interest. 
3. The Governor of the RBI draws his power from the RBI Act. 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
   
ANSWER: (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Under Section 8 of the RBI Act, 1934 the Governor and Deputy Governors are 

appointed by the Central Government. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. The power to issue directions to the RBI in public interest comes from Section 

7 of the RBI Act, 1934 (after consulting the Governor), not from the Constitution. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. The Governor's powers flow from the RBI Act (and other statutes such as the 

Banking Regulation Act). 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: RBI Act 1934; central bank independence; Sections 7 and 8. Current affairs: Section 7 controversy 
(2018) over the RBI–government relationship; Urjit Patel's exit and Shaktikanta Das's appointment; RBI Act 
amendment (2016) creating the Monetary Policy Committee. 
SOURCES 
1.  RBI Act 1934 – indiacode.nic.in 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Money and Banking) 
3.  RBI – rbi.org.in 
  
Question 2   |   Economy / Labour 
With reference to casual workers employed in India, consider the following statements: 
1. All casual workers are entitled for Employees Provident Fund coverage. 
2. All casual workers are entitled for regular working hours and overtime payment. 
3. The government can by a notification specify that an establishment or industry shall pay wages only 
through its bank account. 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only    
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. EPF coverage under the EPF & MP Act, 1952 depends on the establishment 

(threshold of 20 employees, notified industries) and wage ceilings; not every casual worker is 
automatically covered. 
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• Statement 2 – Accepted as correct by the key. Labour laws on working hours and overtime (for example 

the Factories Act and minimum-wage laws) apply to workers regardless of whether they are casual or 
regular, so casual workers are entitled to regular hours and overtime pay. 

• Statement 3 – Correct. The Payment of Wages (Amendment) Act, 2017 empowers the appropriate 
government to notify industrial or other establishments that must pay wages only by cheque or crediting 
to the employee's bank account. 

➤  Hence 2 and 3 only – option (b). Statements 1 and 2 are the part that needs careful reading of the labour 
laws. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Labour laws; Payment of Wages Act 1936; EPF Act 1952; unorganised sector. Current affairs: Four 
Labour Codes (Code on Wages 2019 and others, 2020); e-Shram portal (August 2021) for unorganised 
workers; Code on Social Security 2020. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ministry of Labour and Employment – labour.gov.in 
2.  EPFO – epfindia.gov.in 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
  
Question 3   |   Economy / Macroeconomics – Fiscal & Monetary Policy 
Which among the following steps is most likely to be taken at the time of an economic recession? 
(a)  Cut in tax rates accompanied by increase in interest rate 
(b)  Increase in expenditure on public projects    
(c)  Increase in tax rates accompanied by reduction of interest rate 
(d)  Reduction of expenditure on public projects 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  Increase in expenditure on public projects 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – A tax cut is expansionary, but an interest-rate increase is contractionary; the two work 

against each other. 
• Option (b) – Higher public expenditure raises aggregate demand directly, creates jobs and revives 

investment: the standard counter-cyclical (Keynesian) response. 
• Option (c) – Higher taxes reduce disposable income and demand; only the lower interest rate helps. 
• Option (d) – Cutting public spending would deepen the recession. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Business cycles; counter-cyclical fiscal policy; Keynesian economics; FRBM Act escape clause. 
Current affairs: COVID-19 recession (2020–21) and the Atmanirbhar Bharat packages; Budget 2021–22 
capital expenditure push (₹5.54 lakh crore); National Infrastructure Pipeline. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Fiscal policy) 
2.  Economic Survey 2020–21 
3.  Union Budget 2021–22 – indiabudget.gov.in 
  
Question 4   |   Economy / Microeconomics – Demand 
Consider the following statements: Other things remaining unchanged, market demand for a good 
might increase if 
1. price of its substitute increases 
2. price of its complement increases 
3. the good is an inferior good and income of the consumers increases 
4. its price falls 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a)  1 and 4 only    
(b)  2, 3 and 4 
(c)  1, 3 and 4 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 and 4 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
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• Statement 1 – When a substitute becomes costlier, consumers shift to this good, so demand rises. 
• Statement 2 – If the price of a complement rises, demand for the good falls (for example tea and sugar). 
• Statement 3 – For an inferior good, a rise in consumers' income reduces demand. 
• Statement 4 – A fall in its own price raises the quantity demanded (a movement along the demand curve, 

but it increases the market demand in quantity terms; the key counts it as correct). 
➤  Hence 1 and 4 only – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Law of demand; determinants of demand; Giffen and inferior goods; substitutes and complements. 
Current affairs: Demand shifts for petrol/diesel vs electric vehicles; shift to digital payments after 
demonetisation and the pandemic. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Microeconomics (Chapter 2: Theory of Consumer Behaviour) 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
3.  Sriram IAS / Mrunal – Economy notes 
  
Question 5   |   Economy / Banking – Urban Cooperative Banks 
With reference to 'Urban Cooperative Banks' in India, consider the following statements: 
1. They are supervised and regulated by local boards set up by the State Governments. 
2. They can issue equity shares and preference shares. 
3. They were brought under the purview of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 through an Amendment in 1966. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only    
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. UCBs are regulated by the RBI for banking functions (and by the Registrar of 

Cooperative Societies of the State, or the Central Registrar for multi-State UCBs, for registration and 
management). There are no 'local boards' set up by the States for this purpose. 

• Statement 2 – Correct. RBI allowed UCBs to raise capital by issuing equity shares, preference shares 
and special shares (guidelines of 2019). 

• Statement 3 – Correct. The Banking Laws (Application to Co-operative Societies) provisions of 1966 
brought UCBs within the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

➤  Hence 2 and 3 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Cooperative banking structure – UCBs, State and District Cooperative Banks, PACS; dual regulation. 
Current affairs: Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act 2020 giving RBI more powers over cooperative banks; 
PMC Bank crisis (2019); 97th Constitutional Amendment (2011) and the Ministry of Cooperation (July 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  RBI – rbi.org.in (Urban Cooperative Banks) 
2.  Banking Regulation Act 1949 – indiacode.nic.in 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
  
Question 6   |   Economy / Financial Markets 
Indian Government Bond Yields are influenced by which of the following? 
1. Actions of the United States Federal Reserve 
2. Actions of the Reserve Bank of India 
3. Inflation and short-term interest rates 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3    
 

mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com


Website: civilstap22@gmail.com                                                                                                   Contact us: 7814622609 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – US Fed policy (rate changes, bond-buying and tapering) affects global capital flows and 

so Indian yields. 
• Statement 2 – RBI actions (repo rate, open market operations, liquidity operations such as G-SAP) 

directly influence yields. 
• Statement 3 – Higher inflation and higher short-term rates push yields up. 
➤  All three – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Bond yield and prices (inverse relation); yield curve; OMO. Current affairs: RBI's G-SAP (Government 
Securities Acquisition Programme) 2021; US Fed 'taper' talk and bond-yield volatility (2021); inclusion of 
Indian bonds in global indices. 
SOURCES 
1.  RBI – rbi.org.in (Monetary policy, G-SAP) 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
3.  Economic Survey 2020–21 
  
Question 7   |   Economy / External Sector – FDI 
Consider the following: 
1. Foreign currency convertible bonds 
2. Foreign institutional investment with certain conditions 
3. Global depository receipts 
4. Non-resident external deposits 
Which of the above can be included in Foreign Direct Investments? 
(a)  1, 2 and 3    
(b)  3 only 
(c)  2 and 4 
(d)  1 and 4 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Foreign currency convertible bonds (FCCBs) – Equity-linked instruments count as FDI when they are 

convertible (FDI definition includes convertible instruments). 
• FII/FPI investment with certain conditions – Portfolio investment crossing the 10% limit of the post-

issue capital of an Indian company is treated as FDI. 
• Global depository receipts (GDRs) – Issued against equity shares; included in FDI under the policy. 
• Non-resident external (NRE) deposits – These are bank deposits (debt/banking capital), not FDI. 
➤  Hence 1, 2 and 3 – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: FDI vs FPI; automatic and government routes; ECB and NRI deposits. Current affairs: India recorded 
record FDI inflows of $81.7 billion in 2020–21; Press Note 3 (2020) restricting FDI from neighbouring 
countries; FDI limit in insurance raised to 74% (2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  DPIIT – Consolidated FDI Policy – dpiit.gov.in 
2.  RBI – rbi.org.in 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (External sector) 
  
Question 8   |   Economy / Exchange Rate 
Consider the following statements: The effect of devaluation of a currency is that it necessarily 
1. improves the competitiveness of the domestic exports in the foreign markets 
2. increases the foreign value of domestic currency 
3. improves the trade balance 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only    
(b)  1 and 2 
(c)  3 only 
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(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Devaluation makes exports cheaper in foreign currency and so improves their price 

competitiveness. 
• Statement 2 – Devaluation reduces (not increases) the foreign value of the domestic currency. 
• Statement 3 – It does not 'necessarily' improve the trade balance: it depends on elasticities (Marshall–

Lerner condition) and import costs (J-curve effect). 
➤  Only statement 1 – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Devaluation vs depreciation; Marshall–Lerner condition; J-curve. Current affairs: Rupee depreciation 
debates and RBI forex reserves above $600 billion (September 2021); Chinese yuan management. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Macroeconomics (Open economy) 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
3.  RBI – rbi.org.in 
  
Question 9   |   Economy / Black Money 
Which one of the following effects of creation of black money in India has been the main cause of worry 
to the Government of India? 
(a)  Diversion of resources to the purchase of real estate and investment in luxury housing 
(b)  Investment in unproductive activities and purchase of precious stones, jewellery, gold, etc. 
(c)  Large donations to political parties and growth of regionalism 
(d)  Loss of revenue to the State Exchequer due to tax evasion    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Loss of revenue to the State Exchequer due to tax evasion 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Options (a), (b) and (c) – These are consequences of black money, but not the primary revenue concern. 
• Option (d) – The core worry is the loss of tax revenue, which reduces resources for public spending and 

widens the fiscal deficit. 
➤  Hence option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Parallel economy; Black Money Act 2015; Benami Transactions Act. Current affairs: Demonetisation 
(2016) and its aftermath; Pandora and other offshore leaks (October 2021); Vivad se Vishwas scheme. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Black money) 
2.  Ministry of Finance – finmin.nic.in 
3.  Income Tax Department – incometax.gov.in 
  
Question 10   |   Economy / Inflation 
Which one of the following is likely to be the most inflationary in its effects? 
(a)  Repayment of public debt 
(b)  Borrowing from the public to finance a budget deficit 
(c)  Borrowing from the banks to finance a budget deficit 
(d)  Creation of new money to finance a budget deficit    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Creation of new money to finance a budget deficit 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Repayment of debt withdraws money; deflationary. 
• Option (b) – Borrowing from the public only transfers existing purchasing power. 
• Option (c) – Borrowing from banks expands credit somewhat, but less than printing money. 
• Option (d) – Creating new money (monetisation of the deficit) directly expands the money supply and is 

the most inflationary. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
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Static: Deficit financing; monetisation; FRBM Act. Current affairs: RBI-government agreement on ending 
automatic monetisation (1997) and the 2020–21 debate on monetising the deficit; G-SAP and bond 
purchases. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Fiscal policy) 
2.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Macroeconomics 
3.  Economic Survey 2020–21 
  
Question 11   |   Economy / Money & Banking 
The money multiplier in an economy increases with which one of the following? 
(a)  Increase in the Cash Reserve Ratio in the banks 
(b)  Increase in the Statutory Liquidity Ratio in the banks 
(c)  Increase in the banking habit of the people    
(d)  Increase in the population of the country 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Increase in the banking habit of the people 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Options (a), (b) – A higher CRR or SLR leaves banks with less to lend, lowering the multiplier. 
• Option (c) – With greater banking habit, people hold less cash and deposit more, so the currency–deposit 

ratio falls and the multiplier rises. 
• Option (d) – Population size has no direct effect on the multiplier. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Money multiplier = (1 + c) / (c + r); credit creation. Current affairs: Financial inclusion drives – Jan Dhan 
Yojana (over 43 crore accounts by 2021); digital payments and UPI. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Macroeconomics (Money and Banking) 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
3.  RBI – rbi.org.in 
  
Question 12   |   Economy / Inflation 
With reference to Indian economy, demand-pull inflation can be caused/increased by which of the 
following? 
1. Expansionary policies 
2. Fiscal stimulus 
3. Inflation-indexing wages 
4. Higher purchasing power 
5. Rising interest rates 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2 and 4 only    
(b)  3, 4 and 5 only 
(c)  1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(d)  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1, 2 and 4 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 

1. Expansionary policies raise aggregate demand. 
2. Fiscal stimulus increases spending and demand. 
3. Inflation-indexing of wages is a cost-push factor (a wage–price spiral), not a source of demand-pull 

inflation by itself. 
4. Higher purchasing power raises demand. 
5. Rising interest rates dampen demand and reduce inflation. 
➤  Hence 1, 2 and 4 only – option (a). Note: the key follows the cost-push vs demand-pull distinction; 
indexed wages are conventionally treated as cost-push. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Demand-pull vs cost-push inflation; Phillips curve. Current affairs: Retail inflation hovering near the 
upper tolerance band in 2021; fuel price rises; MPC's accommodative stance. 
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SOURCES 
1.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Inflation) 
2.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Macroeconomics 
3.  RBI Monetary Policy Reports – rbi.org.in 
  
Question 13   |   Economy / Government Securities Market 
With reference to India, consider the following statements: 
1. Retail investors through demat account can invest in 'Treasury Bills' and 'Government of India Debt 

Bonds' in primary market. 
2. The 'Negotiated Dealing System-Order Matching' is a government securities trading platform of the 

Reserve Bank of India. 
3. The 'Central Depository Services Ltd.' is jointly promoted by the Reserve Bank of India and the Bombay 

Stock Exchange. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  1 and 2    
(c)  3 only 
(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  1 and 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Retail investors can buy T-bills and G-secs in the primary market through demat 

accounts via stock-broker (non-competitive bidding) facilities, and the RBI Retail Direct scheme 
(announced February 2021). 

• Statement 2 – Correct. NDS-OM is the RBI's electronic, screen-based anonymous order-matching 
system for secondary trading of government securities. 

• Statement 3 – Incorrect. CDSL was promoted by the Bombay Stock Exchange along with banks (such as 
Bank of India, HDFC Bank, SBI); the RBI is not a promoter. 

➤  Hence 1 and 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Primary and secondary markets for G-secs; T-bills (91, 182, 364-day), dated securities; depositories 
(NSDL, CDSL). Current affairs: RBI Retail Direct Scheme launched on 12 November 2021; inclusion of G-
secs in global bond indices. 
SOURCES 
1.  RBI – rbi.org.in (Retail Direct) 
2.  CDSL – cdslindia.com 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
  
Question 14   |   Economy / Development Finance 
With reference to 'WaterCredit', consider the following statements: 
1. It puts microfinance tools to work in the water and sanitation sector. 
2. It is a global initiative launched under the aegis of the World Health Organization and the World Bank. 
3. It aims to enable the poor people to meet their water needs without depending on subsidies. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. WaterCredit applies microfinance to give small loans for household water 

connections and toilets. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. It was launched by the non-profit Water.org (co-founded by Gary White and Matt 

Damon), not by the WHO and World Bank. 
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• Statement 3 – Correct. It aims to help poor families finance water and sanitation without relying on 

subsidies. 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Microfinance; SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation). Current affairs: Jal Jeevan Mission (August 2019) 
and Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 2.0 (October 2021); World Water Day. 
SOURCES 
1.  Water.org – water.org 
2.  Ministry of Jal Shakti – jalshakti.gov.in 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
  
Question 15   |   Economy / Central Banking 
In India, the central bank's function as the 'lender of last resort' usually refers to which of the following? 
1. Lending to trade and industry bodies when they fail to borrow from other sources 
2. Providing liquidity to the banks having a temporary crisis 
3. Lending to governments to finance budgetary deficits 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  2 and 3 
(d)  3 only 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
1 – The central bank does not lend directly to trade and industry bodies as a last resort. 
2 – As lender of last resort, the RBI provides emergency liquidity to banks facing a temporary crisis, preventing 
bank runs and systemic risk. 
3 – Financing government deficits is the role of 'banker to the government' (Ways and Means Advances), not 
the lender-of-last-resort function. 
➤  Hence 2 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Functions of RBI – note issue, banker to government, banker's bank, lender of last resort. Current 
affairs: RBI's liquidity support to NBFCs, mutual funds and banks after COVID-19 and the Yes Bank episode 
(March 2020). 
SOURCES 
1.  RBI – rbi.org.in (Functions of RBI) 
2.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
3.  NCERT Class 12 Economics – Macroeconomics 
  
Question 16   |   Environment / Standards & Practices 
'R2 Code of Practices' constitutes a tool available for promoting the adoption of 
(a) environmentally responsible practices in electronics recycling industry    
(b) ecological management of 'Wetlands of International Importance' under the Ramsar Convention 
(c) sustainable practices in the cultivation of agricultural crops in degraded lands 
(d) 'Environmental Impact Assessment' in the exploitation of natural resources 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  environmentally responsible practices in electronics recycling industry 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – R2 (Responsible Recycling) is a standard for electronics recyclers promoting safe handling 

of e-waste, worker safety and environmentally sound recycling. 
• Options (b), (c) and (d) – Unrelated to the R2 code. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: E-waste management; Basel Convention; E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016. Current affairs: E-
Waste Management Rules amended (2018, 2022); global e-waste monitor 2020 report; EPR for electronics. 
SOURCES 
1.  SERI – sustainableelectronics.org (R2 Standard) 
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2.  MoEFCC – moef.gov.in (E-waste rules) 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  
Question 17   |   Environment / Industrial Pollution 
Why is there a concern about copper smelting plants? 
1. They may release lethal quantities of carbon monoxide into environment. 
2. The copper slag can cause the leaching of some heavy metals into environment. 
3. They may release sulphur dioxide as a pollutant. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only    
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. Copper smelting is mainly associated with sulphur dioxide; 'lethal quantities of 

carbon monoxide' is not the characteristic concern. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Copper slag can leach heavy metals (such as arsenic, lead) into soil and water. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. Smelting sulphide ores releases SO2, causing air pollution and acid rain. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Industrial pollution; heavy metals; acid rain. Current affairs: Sterlite Copper plant at Tuticorin, shut 
after the 2018 firing incident and litigation up to the Supreme Court (2020–21). 
SOURCES 
1.  CPCB – cpcb.nic.in 
2.  Supreme Court judgment, Vedanta Ltd v. State of Tamil Nadu (2020) 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  
Question 18   |   Environment / Energy & Pollution 
With reference to furnace oil, consider the following statements: 
1. It is a product of oil refineries. 
2. Some industries use it to generate power. 
3. Its use causes sulphur emissions into environment. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Furnace oil is a heavy residual fuel left after refining crude oil. 
• Statement 2 – Industries use it in furnaces, boilers and generators to produce heat and power. 
• Statement 3 – It has high sulphur content, so burning it emits SO2. 
➤  All three – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Petroleum refining fractions; fuel quality; air pollution. Current affairs: Delhi–NCR curbs on industrial 
fuels and the shift to cleaner fuels; BS-VI norms (April 2020); Commission for Air Quality Management (2020). 
SOURCES 
1.  MoPNG – petroleum.nic.in 
2.  CPCB – cpcb.nic.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  
Question 19   |   Environment / Climate Change 
What is blue carbon? 
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(a)  Carbon captured by oceans and coastal ecosystems    
(b)  Carbon sequestered in forest biomass and agricultural soils 
(c)  Carbon contained in petroleum and natural gas 
(d)  Carbon present in atmosphere 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Carbon captured by oceans and coastal ecosystems 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Blue carbon is the carbon stored in coastal and marine ecosystems such as mangroves, 

seagrass meadows and salt marshes. 
• Option (b) – This is 'green carbon'. 
• Option (c) – This is fossil carbon ('black carbon' is a different term for soot). 
• Option (d) – This is atmospheric carbon. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Carbon sinks; mangroves, seagrass; REDD+. Current affairs: Blue carbon initiatives in the 
Sundarbans; MISHTI (mangroves) and National Mission for Green India; COP26 Glasgow (November 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  IUCN – iucn.org (Blue carbon) 
2.  MoEFCC – moef.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 20   |   Environment / Biodiversity 
In the nature, which of the following is/are most likely to be found surviving on a surface without soil? 
1. Fern 
2. Lichen 
3. Moss 
4. Mushroom 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 4 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  2 and 3    
(d)  1, 3 and 4 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Fern – Generally needs soil or organic debris (epiphytic ferns are an exception, but not the typical case). 
• Lichen – A fungus–alga symbiosis that survives on bare rock and tree bark; a pioneer species in 

succession. 
• Moss – Grows on bare rock and walls; absorbs water directly and needs no soil. 
• Mushroom – A fungus; needs organic matter or soil for growth. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Ecological succession (lithosere); pioneer species; lichens as pollution indicators. Current affairs: 
Lichens research in the Himalayas; Botanical Survey of India species discoveries. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Ecosystem and Ecological Succession 
2.  Botanical Survey of India – bsi.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 21   |   Environment / Plants 
Which one of the following is used in preparing a natural mosquito repellent? 
(a)  Congress grass 
(b)  Elephant grass 
(c)  Lemongrass    
(d)  Nut grass 
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ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Lemongrass 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Lemongrass (Cymbopogon) – Its oil contains citronella and citral, widely used in natural mosquito 

repellents. 
• Congress grass (Parthenium) – An invasive weed that causes allergies. 
• Elephant grass – A fodder and biomass grass. 
• Nut grass (Cyperus rotundus) – A persistent weed. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Aromatic and medicinal plants; invasive alien species. Current affairs: Aromatic Mission of CSIR; 
essential-oil farming promotion. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Biodiversity 
2.  CSIR-CIMAP – cimap.res.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 22   |   Environment / Marine Ecology 
Consider the following kinds of organisms: 
1. Copepods 
2. Cyanobacteria 
3. Diatoms 
4. Foraminifera 
Which of the above are primary producers in the food chains of oceans? 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 and 3    
(c)  3 and 4 
(d)  1 and 4 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Copepods – Zooplankton (primary consumers). 
• Cyanobacteria – Photosynthetic; primary producers. 
• Diatoms – Photosynthetic phytoplankton; major producers. 
• Foraminifera – Heterotrophic protozoa (zooplankton). 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Food chains; phytoplankton; marine productivity. Current affairs: Ocean acidification and plankton; 
algal blooms in Indian coastal waters. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Ecosystem 
2.  Savindra Singh – Oceanography 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 23   |   Environment / Animal Adaptations 
Consider the following animals:  
1. Hedgehog  
2. Marmot  
3. Pangolin 
To reduce the chance of being captured by predators, which of the above organisms rolls up/roll up and 
protects/protect its/their vulnerable parts? 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  1 and 3    
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ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Hedgehog – Rolls into a spiky ball. 
• Marmot – A burrowing rodent; escapes by whistling and fleeing to burrows, does not roll up. 
• Pangolin – Rolls into a ball, protected by hard scales. 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Animal adaptations; Schedule I species. Current affairs: Pangolin trafficking – the most trafficked 
mammal; Indian pangolin seizures; CITES uplisting (2016). 
SOURCES 
1.  WWF India – wwfindia.org 
2.  Wildlife Institute of India – wii.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 24   |   Environment / Forest Governance 
With reference to the 'New York Declaration on Forests', which of the following statements are correct? 
1. It was first endorsed at the United Nations Climate Summit in 2014. 
2. It endorses a global timeline to end the loss of forests. 
3. It is a legally binding international declaration. 
4. It is endorsed by governments, big companies and indigenous communities. 
5. India was one of the signatories at its inception. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2 and 4    
(b)  1, 3 and 5 
(c)  3 and 4 
(d)  2 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1, 2 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
1 – Endorsed at the UN Climate Summit in New York, September 2014. 
2 – It calls for halving natural forest loss by 2020 and ending it by 2030. 
3 – It is a voluntary, non-binding political declaration. 
4 – Endorsed by governments, companies, civil society and indigenous groups. 
5 – India did not sign it. 
➤  Hence 1, 2 and 4 – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Forest policy; REDD+; Bonn Challenge. Current affairs: COP26 Glasgow Leaders' Declaration on 
Forests and Land Use (November 2021); India Forest Report 2021. 
SOURCES 
1.  New York Declaration on Forests – forestdeclaration.org 
2.  MoEFCC – moef.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 25   |   Environment / Pollution & Health 
Magnetite particles, suspected to cause neurodegenerative problems, are generated as environmental 
pollutants from which of the following? 
1. Brakes of motor vehicles 
2. Engines of motor vehicles 
3. Microwave stoves within homes 
4. Power plants 
5. Telephone lines 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com


Website: civilstap22@gmail.com                                                                                                   Contact us: 7814622609 
 
(b)  1, 2 and 4 only    
(c)  3, 4 and 5 only 
(d)  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  1, 2 and 4 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
  1, 2 and 4 – Magnetite nanoparticles form during high-temperature combustion and friction: vehicle brakes, 
engines and power plants. 
3 and 5 – Microwave ovens and telephone lines do not generate magnetite particles. 
➤  Hence 1, 2 and 4 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Particulate pollution; PM2.5; ultrafine particles. Current affairs: Delhi air pollution and NCAP (2019); 
CAQM (2021); WHO air quality guidelines revised (September 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  CPCB – cpcb.nic.in 
2.  WHO – who.int (Air quality guidelines 2021) 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 26   |   Environment / Ecology 
Which one of the following is a filter feeder? 
(a)  Catfish 
(b)  Octopus 
(c)  Oyster    
(d)  Pelican 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Oyster 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Oyster – A bivalve that filters plankton and organic particles from water. 
• Catfish – Bottom-feeding omnivore/predator. 
• Octopus – Active predator. 
• Pelican – A bird that scoops fish in its pouch. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Feeding modes; ecosystem services of oysters and mussels. Current affairs: Oyster reef restoration 
for water purification; shellfish farming in coastal India. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 Biology – Animal Kingdom 
2.  CMFRI – cmfri.org.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 27   |   Environment / Biogeochemical Cycles 
In case of which one of the following biogeochemical cycles, the weathering of rocks is the main source 
of release of nutrient to enter the cycle? 
(a)  Carbon cycle 
(b)  Nitrogen cycle 
(c)  Phosphorus cycle    
(d)  Sulphur cycle 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Phosphorus cycle 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Phosphorus cycle – Sedimentary cycle; phosphorus is released mainly by weathering of phosphate 

rocks. 
• Carbon cycle – Atmospheric gaseous cycle (CO2). 
• Nitrogen cycle – Atmospheric reservoir (N2) fixed by bacteria and lightning. 
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• Sulphur cycle – Has both sedimentary and atmospheric components, but the weathering of rocks is not 

the main entry point. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Gaseous vs sedimentary cycles; eutrophication. Current affairs: Fertiliser (DAP) price and phosphate 
import dependence; eutrophication of Indian lakes. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Ecosystem 
2.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
3.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
  

Question 28   |   Environment / Ecology 
Which of the following are detritivores? 
1. Earthworms 
2. Jellyfish 
3. Millipedes 
4. Seahorses 
5. Woodlice 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2 and 4 only 
(b)  2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
(c)  1, 3 and 5 only    
(d)  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1, 3 and 5 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Earthworms, millipedes and woodlice – Feed on dead organic matter (detritus). 
• Jellyfish – Carnivorous plankton feeders. 
• Seahorses – Carnivores feeding on small crustaceans. 
➤  Hence 1, 3 and 5 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Decomposers vs detritivores; soil ecosystem. Current affairs: Vermicomposting and soil health; Soil 
Health Card scheme. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Ecosystem (Decomposition) 
2.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
3.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
  

Question 29   |   Environment / Climate Initiatives 
The 'Common Carbon Metric', supported by UNEP, has been developed for 
(a) assessing the carbon footprint of building operations around the world    
(b) enabling commercial farming entities around the world to enter carbon emission trading 
(c) enabling governments to assess the overall carbon footprint caused by their countries 
(d) assessing the overall carbon footprint caused by the use of fossil fuels by the world in a unit time 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  assessing the carbon footprint of building operations around the world 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – The Common Carbon Metric (developed under UNEP's Sustainable Buildings and Climate 

Initiative) measures energy use and GHG emissions from building operations. 
• Options (b), (c), (d) – It is not a farming, national-inventory or global fossil-fuel metric. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Carbon footprint; green buildings (GRIHA, LEED). Current affairs: Energy Conservation Building Code 
(ECBC) 2017; Net-zero buildings; UNEP Global Status Report for Buildings. 
SOURCES 
1.  UNEP – unep.org 
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2.  BEE – beeindia.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 30   |   Environment / Symbiosis 
Which of the following have species that can establish symbiotic relationship with other organisms? 
1. Cnidarians 
2. Fungi 
3. Protozoa 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Cnidarians – Corals live symbiotically with zooxanthellae algae. 
• Fungi – Mycorrhiza and lichens. 
• Protozoa – Symbiotic protozoa in termite and ruminant guts. 
➤  All three – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Symbiosis – mutualism, commensalism, parasitism. Current affairs: Coral bleaching (Great Barrier 
Reef, Lakshadweep); Gulf of Mannar reef conservation. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Organisms and Populations 
2.  Zoological Survey of India – zsi.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 31   |   History / Art & Culture – Temples 
With reference to Chausath Yogini Temple situated near Morena, consider the following statements: 
1. It is a circular temple built during the reign of Kachchhapaghata Dynasty. 
2. It is the only circular temple built in India. 
3. It was meant to promote the Vaishnava cult in the region. 
4. Its design has given rise to a popular belief that it was the inspiration behind the Indian Parliament building. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 4    
(d)  2, 3 and 4 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. The temple at Mitaoli (Morena, Madhya Pradesh) was built by the 

Kachchhapaghata king Devapala around 1323 CE. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. Other circular Yogini temples exist (for example Hirapur and Ranipur-Jharial in 

Odisha). 
• Statement 3 – Incorrect. It is a Shaiva/Shakta (tantric Yogini) temple dedicated to Shiva and 64 yoginis. 
• Statement 4 – Correct. It is popularly believed to have inspired the design of the Parliament House. 
➤  Hence 1 and 4 – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Temple architecture; Yogini cult; Gwalior-Chambal region. Current affairs: ASI protection and 
conservation of the Chausath Yogini temple; Central Vista redevelopment of Parliament (2020–22). 
SOURCES 
1.  ASI – asi.nic.in 
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2.  Nitin Singhania – Indian Art and Culture 
3.  Upinder Singh – Early Medieval India 
  

Question 32   |   History / Indus Valley Civilisation 
Which one of the following ancient towns is well-known for its elaborate system of water harvesting 
and management by building a series of dams and channelizing water into connected reservoirs? 
(a)  Dholavira    
(b)  Kalibangan 
(c)  Rakhigarhi 
(d)  Ropar 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Dholavira 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Dholavira (Kutch, Gujarat) – Famous for its sophisticated water conservation: stepped reservoirs, dams 

and channels; UNESCO World Heritage Site (July 2021). 
• Kalibangan – Known for fire altars and ploughed field. 
• Rakhigarhi – Largest Harappan site in India, in Haryana. 
• Ropar – A Harappan site in Punjab. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Harappan town planning; water management. Current affairs: Dholavira inscribed as UNESCO World 
Heritage Site (July 2021), India's 40th site; Rakhigarhi excavation and DNA study (2019). 
SOURCES 
1.  ASI – asi.nic.in 
2.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part I 
3.  UNESCO – whc.unesco.org 
  

Question 33   |   History / Modern India – Early British Presence 
In the first quarter of seventeenth century, in which of the following was/were the factory/factories of 
the English East India Company located? 
1. Broach 
2. Chicacole 
3. Trichinopoly 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 only    
(b)  1 and 2 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Broach (Bharuch) – The English established a factory here in the 1610s–1620s, alongside Surat, 

Ahmedabad and Agra. 
• Chicacole (Srikakulam) – Not an English factory in this period. 
• Trichinopoly – Not a factory site in this period. 
➤  Hence 1 only – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: European trading companies; Surat factory (1613); Madras (1639). Current affairs: Maritime heritage 
projects, Lothal National Maritime Heritage Complex; Bharuch as an industrial hub. 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India 
2.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
3.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History 
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Question 34   |   History / Post-Gupta India 
From the decline of Guptas until the rise of Harshavardhana in the early seventh century, which of the 
following kingdoms were holding power in Northern India? 
1. The Guptas of Magadha 
2. The Paramaras of Malwa 
3. The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar 
4. The Maukharis of Kanauj 
5. The Yadavas of Devagiri 
6. The Maitrakas of Valabhi 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2 and 5 
(b)  1, 3, 4 and 6    
(c)  2, 3 and 4 
(d)  5 and 6 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  1, 3, 4 and 6 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Later Guptas of Magadha, Pushyabhutis of Thanesar, Maukharis of Kanauj and Maitrakas of Valabhi – the 

major powers between the Gupta decline and Harsha. 
• Paramaras of Malwa – Emerged around the 9th–10th century. 
• Yadavas of Devagiri – A Deccan dynasty of the 12th–14th centuries. 
➤  Hence 1, 3, 4 and 6 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Post-Gupta polity; Harshavardhana; Hiuen Tsang. Current affairs: Excavations at Valabhi (Gujarat) 
and Nalanda heritage. 
SOURCES 
1.  Upinder Singh – A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India 
2.  R.S. Sharma – India's Ancient Past 
3.  NCERT Class 11 Themes in World / Ancient India 
  

Question 35   |   History / Vijayanagara Empire 
According to Portuguese writer Nuniz, the women in Vijayanagara Empire were expert in which of the 
following areas? 
1. Wrestling 
2. Astrology 
3. Accounting 
4. Soothsaying 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1, 2 and 3 only 
(b)  1, 3 and 4 only 
(c)  2 and 4 only 
(d)  1, 2, 3 and 4    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2, 3 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Nuniz (Fernao Nuniz, c. 1535) records that women at the court of Vijayanagara were skilled in wrestling, 

astrology, accounting and soothsaying, and served as guards, officials and entertainers. 
➤  All four – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Vijayanagara society; foreign travellers (Nuniz, Paes, Nicolo Conti, Abdur Razzaq). Current affairs: 
Hampi UNESCO site and conservation; Tungabhadra heritage. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part II (Chapter 7) 
2.  Satish Chandra – Medieval India 
3.  ASI – asi.nic.in 
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Question 36   |   History / Modern India – Place in History 
With reference to Madanapalle of Andhra Pradesh, which one of the following statements is correct? 
(a)  Pingali Venkayya designed the tricolour Indian National Flag here. 
(b)  Pattabhi Sitaramaiah led the Quit India Movement of Andhra region from here. 
(c)  Rabindranath Tagore translated the National Anthem from Bengali to English here.    
(d)  Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott set up headquarters of Theosophical Society first here. 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Rabindranath Tagore translated the National Anthem from Bengali to 
English here. 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Pingali Venkayya designed the flag, but he was associated with Machilipatnam. 
• Option (b) – Pattabhi Sitaramayya is associated with Machilipatnam and Andhra Bank. 
• Option (c) – Tagore, in 1919 at the Besant Theosophical College, Madanapalle, translated 'Jana Gana 

Mana' into English as 'The Morning Song of India' and set it to tune. 
• Option (d) – The Theosophical Society's headquarters were set up in Adyar, Madras (1882), after New 

York. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: National Anthem history; Theosophical Society; Annie Besant. Current affairs: Pingali Venkayya's 
145th birth anniversary (2021); Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (from March 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – India's Struggle for Independence 
2.  Ministry of Culture – indiaculture.gov.in 
3.  PIB – pib.gov.in 
  

Question 37   |   History / Archaeology 
Consider the following pairs: 
Historical place Well-known for 

1. Burzahom Rock-cut shrines 

2. Chandraketugarh Terracotta art 

3. Ganeshwar Copper artefacts 
  
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  1 and 2 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Pair 1 – Burzahom (Kashmir) is a Neolithic site known for pit dwellings, not rock-cut shrines. 
• Pair 2 – Chandraketugarh (West Bengal) is known for terracotta art (Sunga–Kushana period). 
• Pair 3 – Ganeshwar (Rajasthan; Khetri copper belt) is known for copper artefacts. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures; Ahar–Banas culture. Current affairs: Excavations at Sanauli, 
Keeladi and Rakhigarhi; ASI sites under new excavations. 
SOURCES 
1.  R.S. Sharma – India's Ancient Past 
2.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part I 
3.  ASI – asi.nic.in 
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Question 38   |   History / Medieval India 
Consider the following statements: 
1. It was during the reign of Iltutmish that Chengiz Khan reached the Indus in pursuit of the fugitive 

Khwarezm prince. 
2. It was during the reign of Muhammad bin Tughluq that Taimur occupied Multan and crossed the Indus. 
3. It was during the reign of Deva Raya II of Vijayanagara Empire that Vasco da Gama reached the coast of 

Kerala. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only    
(b)  1 and 2 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Chengiz Khan reached the Indus in 1221 chasing Jalaluddin Mangbarni; Iltutmish 

refused him refuge and avoided a clash. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. Taimur invaded in 1398–99, in the time of Nasiruddin Mahmud Tughluq, not 

Muhammad bin Tughluq (d. 1351). 
• Statement 3 – Incorrect. Vasco da Gama arrived at Calicut in 1498, long after Deva Raya II (d. 1446). 
➤  Only statement 1 – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Delhi Sultanate – Mongol policy; Timur's invasion; Portuguese arrival. Current affairs: 'Age of 
Discovery' – 500th anniversary reflections; Calicut/Kozhikode heritage. 
SOURCES 
1.  Satish Chandra – Medieval India 
2.  NCERT Class 7 / Class 12 History 
3.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India (European arrival) 
  

Question 39   |   History / Art & Culture – Religion 
Consider the following statements: 
1. St. Francis Xavier was one of the founding members of the Jesuit Order. 
2. St. Francis Xavier died in Goa and a church is dedicated to him there. 
3. The Feast of St. Francis Xavier is celebrated in Goa each year. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Xavier was a co-founder of the Society of Jesus (1534) with Ignatius of Loyola. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. He died on Sancian Island (near China) in 1552; his body was later brought to 

Goa and is enshrined in the Basilica of Bom Jesus. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. His feast (3 December) is celebrated every year in Goa, with the exposition of 

relics held periodically. 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Portuguese in India; Old Goa churches (UNESCO site). Current affairs: Goa Liberation Day (19 
December) – 60th anniversary (2021); exposition of relics. 
SOURCES 
1.  ASI – asi.nic.in (Churches and Convents of Goa) 
2.  UNESCO – whc.unesco.org 
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3.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India 
  

Question 40   |   History / Ancient India – Law & Property 
With reference to the history of ancient India, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. Mitakshara was the civil law for upper castes and Dayabhaga was the civil law for lower castes. 
2. In the Mitakshara system, the sons can claim right to the property during the lifetime of the father, 

whereas in the Dayabhaga system, it is only after the death of the father that the sons can claim right to 
the property. 

3. The Mitakshara system deals with the matters related to the property held by male members only of a 
family, whereas the Dayabhaga system deals with the matters related to the property held by both male 
and female members of a family. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  1 and 3 
(d)  3 only 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. They are schools of Hindu law differing by region, not by caste: Mitakshara 

prevails across most of India, Dayabhaga in Bengal and Assam. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Under Mitakshara a son acquires a right in ancestral property by birth; under 

Dayabhaga inheritance opens only on the father's death. 
• Statement 3 – Incorrect. Both deal with family property; the male–female distinction described is not 

the basis of difference. 
➤  Hence 2 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Smritis; Hindu Succession Act 1956; coparcenary. Current affairs: Hindu Succession (Amendment) 
Act 2005 and the Supreme Court's Vineeta Sharma judgment (August 2020) giving daughters equal 
coparcenary rights. 
SOURCES 
1.  Upinder Singh – A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India 
2.  D.F. Mulla – Principles of Hindu Law 
3.  Supreme Court – Vineeta Sharma v. Rakesh Sharma (2020) 
  

Question 41   |   History / Ancient India – Literature 
With reference to the history of ancient India, Bhavabhuti, Hastimalla and Kshemeshvara were famous 
(a)  Jain monks 
(b)  playwrights    
(c)  temple architects 
(d)  philosophers 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  playwrights 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Bhavabhuti (Malatimadhava, Uttararamacharita), Hastimalla (Kannada/Sanskrit dramatist of the 

Hoysala period) and Kshemeshvara (Chandakausika) were Sanskrit playwrights. 
• Jain monks, temple architects and philosophers – Not what they are known for. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Sanskrit drama – Kalidasa, Bhasa, Shudraka, Vishakhadatta. Current affairs: Classical language 
status for Sanskrit; Kalidasa Samaroh (Ujjain). 
SOURCES 
1.  Upinder Singh – A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India 
2.  Nitin Singhania – Indian Art and Culture 
3.  NCERT Class 11 – An Introduction to Indian Art 
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Question 42   |   History / Constitutional Development 
Consider the following statements: 
1. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 recommended granting voting rights to all the women above 

the age of 21. 
2. The Government of India Act of 1935 gave women reserved seats in legislature. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. The 1919 Act did not give women a general vote; it left the decision to provincial 

legislatures, and franchise was limited by property qualifications. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. The 1935 Act reserved seats for women in legislatures and extended the 

franchise. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Constitutional development 1909–1935; women's franchise; Article 326 (adult suffrage). Current 
affairs: Women's Reservation debate; Marriage age proposal (Prohibition of Child Marriage Amendment Bill 
2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India 
2.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
3.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity (Historical background) 
  

Question 43   |   History / Freedom Struggle 
With reference to 8th August, 1942 in Indian history, which one of the following statements is correct? 
(a) The Quit India Resolution was adopted by the AICC.    
(b) The Viceroy's Executive Council was expanded to include more Indians. 
(c) The Congress ministries resigned in seven provinces. 
(d) Cripps proposed an Indian Union with full Dominion Status once the Second World War was over. 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  The Quit India Resolution was adopted by the AICC. 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – The AICC adopted the Quit India Resolution at Gowalia Tank, Bombay, on 8 August 1942; 

Gandhi gave the 'Do or Die' call. 
• Option (b) – The Executive Council expansion was the August Offer (August 1940). 
• Option (c) – The Congress ministries resigned in 1939 over India's entry into the war. 
• Option (d) – The Cripps proposals date to March 1942. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Quit India Movement; Wavell and Cripps missions. Current affairs: Quit India Day (9 August) and the 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav; Gowalia Tank/August Kranti Maidan. 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – India's Struggle for Independence 
2.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
3.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part III 
  

Question 44   |   History / Modern India – Literature 
Who among the following is associated with 'Songs from Prison', a translation of ancient Indian 
religious lyrics in English? 
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(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c)  Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi    
(d)  Sarojini Naidu 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Gandhi – During his imprisonment (Yerawada, 1930), he translated ancient Indian religious lyrics; the 

collection was published as 'Songs from Prison' (edited by John S. Hoyland). 
• Tilak – Wrote Gita Rahasya in Mandalay jail. 
• Nehru – Wrote 'Discovery of India' in Ahmednagar Fort jail. 
• Sarojini Naidu – A poet, but not the translator of this work. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Gandhian literature – Hind Swaraj, My Experiments with Truth. Current affairs: 150th birth anniversary 
of Gandhi (2019–20); Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi digitisation. 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – India's Struggle for Independence 
2.  Gandhi Heritage Portal – gandhiheritageportal.org 
3.  Ministry of Culture – indiaculture.gov.in 
  

Question 45   |   History / Medieval Administration 
With reference to medieval India, which one of the following is the correct sequence in ascending order 
in terms of size? 
(a)  Paragana–Sarkar–Suba    
(b)  Sarkar–Paragana–Suba 
(c)  Suba–Sarkar–Paragana 
(d)  Paragana–Suba–Sarkar 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Paragana–Sarkar–Suba 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Under the Mughals, the Suba (province) was divided into Sarkars (districts), and each Sarkar 

into Paraganas. Ascending size: Paragana, Sarkar, Suba. 
• Other options – Incorrect orderings. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Mughal administration – mansabdari, jagirdari, subas. Current affairs: Land records and revenue 
reform; Sher Shah's revenue system as a basis for modern land administration. 
SOURCES 
1.  Satish Chandra – Medieval India 
2.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part II 
3.  Spectrum – Medieval India 
  

Question 46   |   History / Social Reform 
Who among the following was associated as Secretary with Hindu Female School which later came to 
be known as Bethune Female School? 
(a)  Annie Besant 
(b)  Debendranath Tagore 
(c)  Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar    
(d)  Sarojini Naidu 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar – Became Secretary of the Calcutta Female School (founded by J.E.D. 

Bethune in 1849; later Bethune School) in 1850. 
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• Others – Annie Besant (Theosophy, Home Rule), Debendranath Tagore (Brahmo Samaj), Sarojini Naidu 

(INC president) were not its Secretary. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Social reform in the 19th century; female education; Widow Remarriage Act 1856. Current affairs: 
Vidyasagar's bicentenary (2020); National Education Policy 2020 and girls' education. 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India 
2.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
3.  NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History Part III 
  

Question 47   |   History / Freedom Struggle – INA 
In the context of Colonial India, Shah Nawaz Khan, Prem Kumar Sehgal and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon are 
remembered as 
(a)  leaders of Swadeshi and Boycott Movement 
(b)  members of the Interim Government in 1946 
(c)  members of the Drafting Committee in the Constituent Assembly 
(d)  officers of the Indian National Army    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  officers of the Indian National Army 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – They were INA officers tried together at the first Red Fort (INA) trials in 1945, defended by 

Congress lawyers. 
• Others – They were not Swadeshi leaders, Interim Government members or Drafting Committee 

members. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: INA, Subhas Chandra Bose, Azad Hind Fauj; INA trials and post-war upsurge. Current affairs: Netaji's 
125th birth anniversary (2021–22); Parakram Diwas (23 January); Netaji statue at India Gate (announced 
2022). 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – India's Struggle for Independence 
2.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
3.  PIB – pib.gov.in 
  

Question 48   |   History / Medieval & Early Modern India 
With reference to Indian history, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. The Nizamat of Arcot emerged out of Hyderabad State. 
2. The Mysore Kingdom emerged out of Vijayanagara Empire. 
3. Rohilkhand Kingdom was formed out of the territories occupied by Ahmad Shah Durrani. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  2 and 3 
(d)  3 only 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Not accepted by the key. The Carnatic Nizamat of Arcot was a Mughal dependency under 

the Nizam of Hyderabad that later became independent, but it is not said to have 'emerged out of 
Hyderabad State' in the standard texts. 

• Statement 2 – Correct. The Wodeyar kingdom of Mysore emerged from the decline of the Vijayanagara 
Empire (c. 1565 onwards). 

• Statement 3 – Incorrect. Rohilkhand was formed by Rohilla Afghans under Ali Muhammad Khan from 
Mughal territory in the 1720s–40s, not from Durrani lands. 

➤  Hence 2 only – option (b). 
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STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Rise of regional states in the 18th century – Hyderabad, Awadh, Bengal, Mysore, Rohilkhand. Current 
affairs: Tipu Sultan and Mysore heritage debates; Mysore Dasara. 
SOURCES 
1.  Bipan Chandra – Modern India 
2.  Satish Chandra – Medieval India 
3.  Spectrum – A Brief History of Modern India 
  

Question 49   |   History / Art & Culture – Geography of Monuments 
Which one of the following statements is correct? 
(a)  Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora river.    
(b)  Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of Chambal river. 
(c)  Pandu-lena Cave Shrines lie in the gorge of Narmada river. 
(d)  Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of Godavari river. 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora river. 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – The horseshoe-shaped gorge of the Waghora river in Aurangabad district, Maharashtra, 

houses the Ajanta Caves. 
• Option (b) – Sanchi lies on a hill near the Betwa river, not in the Chambal gorge. 
• Option (c) – Pandu-lena caves are at Nashik (Trirashmi hills), near the Godavari. 
• Option (d) – Amaravati Stupa is on the Krishna river. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Buddhist art and architecture; cave shrines. Current affairs: Ajanta and Ellora as a tourism circuit; 
Dholavira inscribed in 2021; Ramappa Temple UNESCO tag (July 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  Nitin Singhania – Indian Art and Culture 
2.  ASI – asi.nic.in 
3.  NCERT Class 11 – An Introduction to Indian Art 
  

Question 50   |   Polity & International / Language 
Consider the following statements: 
1. 21st February is declared to be the International Mother Language Day by UNICEF. 
2. The demand that Bangla has to be one of the national languages was raised in the Constituent Assembly 
of Pakistan. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by UNESCO (1999; 

observed since 2000), not UNICEF. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. In 1948 Dhirendranath Datta moved the demand in the Constituent Assembly of 

Pakistan for Bangla to be an official language; the language movement culminated on 21 February 1952. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Language movement in East Pakistan; Bangladesh liberation. Current affairs: Bangladesh's 50 years 
of liberation (2021); Modi's visit to Dhaka (March 2021); UNESCO's Mother Language Day theme. 
SOURCES 
1.  UNESCO – unesco.org (International Mother Language Day) 
2.  MEA – mea.gov.in (India–Bangladesh) 
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3.  Pushpesh Pant – International Relations 
  

Question 51   |   Agriculture / Sustainable Farming 
How is permaculture farming different from conventional chemical farming? 
1. Permaculture farming discourages monocultural practices but in conventional chemical farming, 

monoculture practices are predominant. 
2. Conventional chemical farming can cause increase in soil salinity but the occurrence of such 

phenomenon is not observed in permaculture farming. 
3. Conventional chemical farming is easily possible in semi-arid regions but permaculture farming is not so 

easily possible in such regions. 
4. Practice of mulching is very important in permaculture farming but not necessarily so in conventional 

chemical farming. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 3 
(b)  1, 2 and 4    
(c)  4 only 
(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  1, 2 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
1 – Permaculture favours polyculture and diversity; chemical farming is largely monocultural. 
2 – Heavy irrigation and chemical use can raise soil salinity; permaculture builds soil health and avoids this. 
3 – Permaculture, with water harvesting and mulching, is suitable for semi-arid regions. 
4 – Mulching is central to permaculture for moisture and soil enrichment. 
➤  Hence 1, 2 and 4 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Sustainable agriculture; organic and natural farming; soil salinity. Current affairs: Zero Budget Natural 
Farming and Andhra Pradesh; Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana; Sikkim as India's first fully organic State. 
SOURCES 
1.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
2.  Ministry of Agriculture – agricoop.gov.in 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Agriculture) 
  

Question 52   |   Agriculture / Plantation Crops 
With reference to 'palm oil', consider the following statements: 
1. The palm oil tree is native to Southeast Asia. 
2. The palm oil is a raw material for some industries producing lipstick and perfumes. 
3. The palm oil can be used to produce biodiesel. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only    
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. The oil palm is native to West Africa, and was introduced to Southeast Asia. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Palm oil derivatives are used in cosmetics, lipstick and perfumes. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. It is a feedstock for biodiesel. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Plantation crops; edible oil economics; deforestation and biodiversity. Current affairs: National 
Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) announced in August 2021 with ₹11,040 crore outlay; 
Indonesia's palm-oil export policies. 
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SOURCES 
1.  Ministry of Agriculture – agricoop.gov.in 
2.  PIB – pib.gov.in (NMEO-OP) 
3.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy 
  

Question 53   |   Geography / Indian Rivers 
With reference to the Indus river system, of the following four rivers, three of them pour into one of 
them which joins the Indus direct. Among the following, which one is such river that joins the Indus 
direct? 
(a)  Chenab 
(b)  Jhelum 
(c)  Ravi 
(d)  Sutlej    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Sutlej 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• The Chenab receives the Jhelum and the Ravi, and then joins the Sutlej near Uch (Bahawalpur) to form 

the Panjnad, which flows into the Indus at Mithankot; Beas joins the Sutlej earlier. 
• Option (d) – Taking the stem's conditions, the official key identifies the Sutlej as the river (Panjnad is the 

continuation of the Sutlej) that joins the Indus directly, after the other three have poured into it in turn. 
• Options (a), (b), (c) – The Jhelum and the Ravi flow into the Chenab, and the Chenab then flows into the 

Sutlej system. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Indus river system – Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Sutlej; Indus Waters Treaty 1960. Current affairs: 
Shahpurkandi Dam on the Ravi (2021 agreement); Kishanganga and Ratle disputes. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – India: Physical Environment (Drainage) 
2.  Majid Husain – Geography of India 
3.  Ministry of Jal Shakti – jalshakti.gov.in 
  

Question 54   |   Geography / Rajasthan Lakes 
With reference to India, Didwana, Kuchaman, Sargol and Khatu are the names of 
(a)  glaciers 
(b)  mangrove areas 
(c)  Ramsar sites 
(d)  saline lakes    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  saline lakes 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – These are inland saline lakes/playas in Rajasthan's Nagaur and Sambhar region, associated 

with salt production (like Sambhar and Pachpadra). 
• Others – Not glaciers, mangroves or Ramsar sites. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Inland drainage; saline lakes of Rajasthan; salt industry. Current affairs: Sambhar Lake bird mortality 
(2019); Ramsar sites in India (47 as of 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – India: Physical Environment 
2.  Majid Husain – Geography of India 
3.  Rajasthan Government – rajasthan.gov.in 
  

Question 55   |   Geography / Indian Rivers 
Consider the following rivers: 1. Brahmani 2. Nagavali 3. Subarnarekha 4. Vamsadhara 
Which of the above rise from the Eastern Ghats? 
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(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 and 4    
(c)  3 and 4 
(d)  1 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Brahmani – Formed by the Sankh and South Koel rivers, rising on the Chota Nagpur plateau. 
• Nagavali – Rises in the Eastern Ghats (Kalahandi, Odisha). 
• Subarnarekha – Rises near Ranchi on the Chota Nagpur plateau. 
• Vamsadhara – Rises in the Eastern Ghats of Odisha. 
➤  Hence 2 and 4 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: East-flowing rivers; Eastern Ghats vs Chota Nagpur Plateau. Current affairs: Vamsadhara water 
dispute (Odisha–Andhra Pradesh; Neradi barrage); Mahanadi–Godavari link. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – India: Physical Environment (Drainage) 
2.  Majid Husain – Geography of India 
3.  Ministry of Jal Shakti – jalshakti.gov.in 
  

Question 56   |   Geography / Ocean Resources 
Consider the following statements: 
1. The Global Ocean Commission grants licences for seabed exploration and mining in international 

waters. 
2. India has received licences for seabed mineral exploration in international waters. 
3. 'Rare earth minerals' are present on seafloor in international waters. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only    
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. Licences for seabed mining in international waters are granted by the 

International Seabed Authority (ISA), under UNCLOS. The Global Ocean Commission is a policy panel. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. India holds ISA licences for polymetallic nodules (Central Indian Ocean Basin) 

and for polymetallic sulphides (Carlsberg Ridge, Indian Ocean). 
• Statement 3 – Correct. Rare-earth elements occur in deep-sea mud and nodules. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: UNCLOS; Area beyond national jurisdiction; polymetallic nodules. Current affairs: Deep Ocean 
Mission (approved June 2021, ₹4,077 crore) including 'Samudrayaan'; Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
SOURCES 
1.  ISA – isa.org.jm 
2.  Ministry of Earth Sciences – moes.gov.in 
3.  PIB – pib.gov.in (Deep Ocean Mission) 
  

Question 57   |   Agriculture / Water Use 
Among the following, which one is the least water-efficient crop? 
(a)  Sugarcane    
(b)  Sunflower 
(c)  Pearl millet 
(d)  Red gram 
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ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Sugarcane 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Sugarcane requires very large amounts of water per unit of output (around 1,500–2,500 mm), 

making it the least water-efficient. 
• Sunflower, pearl millet, red gram – Comparatively low water requirement; pearl millet is highly drought-

tolerant. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Water footprints; crop planning; micro-irrigation. Current affairs: Per Drop More Crop (PMKSY); 
Maharashtra sugarcane water use; NITI Aayog on shifting from water-guzzling crops. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ramesh Singh – Indian Economy (Agriculture) 
2.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
3.  NITI Aayog – niti.gov.in 
  

Question 58   |   Geography / Oceanography 
Consider the following statements: 
1. In the tropical zone, the western sections of the oceans are warmer than the eastern sections owing to 

the influence of trade winds. 
2. In the temperate zone, westerlies make the eastern sections of oceans warmer than the western 

sections. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2    
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Both 1 and 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Trade winds drive warm surface water westwards, piling it up on the western 

sides of tropical oceans. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Westerlies carry warm water towards the eastern sides of oceans in temperate 

latitudes (for example the North Atlantic Drift warming north-western Europe). 
➤  Both correct – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Ocean currents; ocean temperature distribution; ENSO. Current affairs: La Niña (2021); Indian Ocean 
Dipole; Gulf Stream slowing (AMOC studies). 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – Fundamentals of Physical Geography (Chapter 14) 
2.  G.C. Leong – Physical and Human Geography 
3.  IMD – mausam.imd.gov.in 
  

Question 59   |   Agriculture / Climate-Smart Agriculture 
In the context of India's preparation for Climate-Smart Agriculture, consider the following statements: 
1. The 'Climate-Smart Village' approach in India is a part of a project led by the Climate Change, Agriculture 

and Food Security (CCAFS), an international research programme. 
2. The project of CCAFS is carried out under Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 

(CGIAR) headquartered in France. 
3. The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in India is one of the 

CGIAR's research centres. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only 
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(d)  1, 2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. The Climate-Smart Village approach was developed under CCAFS and is applied 

in Indian States such as Haryana and Bihar. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. CCAFS is a CGIAR programme; CGIAR is headquartered in Montpellier, France. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. ICRISAT (Patancheru, Hyderabad) is a CGIAR centre. 
➤  All three – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Climate-smart agriculture; National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture. Current affairs: ICAR's 
climate-resilient varieties (August 2021); International Year of Millets 2023 (proposed by India); IRRI South 
Asia centre at Varanasi. 
SOURCES 
1.  CGIAR – cgiar.org 
2.  ICRISAT – icrisat.org 
3.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
  

Question 60   |   Geography / Biomes 
"Leaf litter decomposes faster than in any other biome and as a result the soil surface is often almost 
bare. Apart from trees, the vegetation is largely composed of plant forms that reach up into the canopy 
vicariously, by climbing the trees or growing as epiphytes, rooted on the upper branches of trees." This 
is the most likely description of 
(a)  coniferous forest 
(b)  dry deciduous forest 
(c)  mangrove forest 
(d)  tropical rain forest    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  tropical rain forest 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – Tropical rain forests have rapid decomposition (warm, humid), little accumulation of litter, 

and abundant lianas and epiphytes. 
• Coniferous forest – Slow decomposition and thick litter. 
• Dry deciduous forest – Seasonal leaf fall, slower decomposition. 
• Mangrove forest – Waterlogged, with pneumatophores; litter is exported by tides. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Tropical rain forest biome; nutrient cycling; layers of forest. Current affairs: Amazon deforestation; 
India Forest Report 2021; Western Ghats and North-East rain forests. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – Fundamentals of Physical Geography (Biodiversity) 
2.  Majid Husain – Environment and Ecology 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 61   |   Geography / Ecology – Savannah 
The vegetation of savannah consists of grassland with scattered small trees, but extensive areas have 
no trees. The forest development in such areas is generally kept in check by one or more or a 
combination of some conditions. Which of the following are such conditions? 
1. Burrowing animals and termites 
2. Fire 
3. Grazing herbivores 
4. Seasonal rainfall 
5. Soil properties 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 

mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com


Website: civilstap22@gmail.com                                                                                                   Contact us: 7814622609 
 
(b)  4 and 5 
(c)  2, 3 and 4    
(d)  1, 3 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  2, 3 and 4 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
2 – Fire (natural and man-made) burns tree seedlings and favours grasses. 
3 – Grazing herbivores browse young trees and limit forest growth. 
4 – Strongly seasonal rainfall with a long dry season restricts forest development. 
1 (burrowing animals and termites) and 5 (soil properties) are minor or local factors; the key accepts 2, 3 and 
4 as the main controls. 
➤  Hence 2, 3 and 4 – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Savannah biome (Sudan, Campos, Llanos); climatic climax vs edaphic factors. Current affairs: 
Grassland conservation; Great Indian Bustard habitat; Banni grasslands. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – Fundamentals of Physical Geography 
2.  Majid Husain – Environment and Ecology 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 62   |   Geography / Hydrosphere 
With reference to the water on the planet Earth, consider the following statements: 
1. The amount of water in the rivers and lakes is more than the amount of groundwater. 
2. The amount of water in polar ice caps and glaciers is more than the amount of groundwater. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
Statement 1 – Incorrect. Fresh surface water (rivers and lakes) is a tiny fraction (around 0.3% of fresh water) 
compared with groundwater (about 30% of fresh water). 
  Statement 2 – Correct. Ice caps and glaciers hold about 68–69% of fresh water, far more than groundwater. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Distribution of water on Earth – oceans 97%, fresh water 2.5–3%. Current affairs: Glacier melt in the 
Himalayas (Chamoli disaster, February 2021); groundwater depletion; Atal Bhujal Yojana. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – Fundamentals of Physical Geography (Water) 
2.  USGS – usgs.gov (Water science school) 
3.  Central Ground Water Board – cgwb.gov.in 
  

Question 63   |   Environment / Agriculture – Trees 
Consider the following statements: 
1. Moringa (drumstick tree) is a leguminous evergreen tree. 
2. Tamarind tree is endemic to South Asia. 
3. In India, most of the tamarind is collected as minor forest produce. 
4. India exports tamarind and seeds of moringa. 
5. Seeds of moringa and tamarind can be used in the production of biofuels. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a)  1, 2, 4 and 5 
(b)  3, 4 and 5    
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(c)  1, 3 and 4 
(d)  1, 2, 3 and 5 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  3, 4 and 5 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. Moringa (family Moringaceae) is not a legume; it is a deciduous or semi-

evergreen tree. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. Tamarind is native to tropical Africa, not endemic to South Asia. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. Most tamarind in India is gathered as minor forest produce. 
• Statement 4 – Correct. India exports tamarind and moringa seeds/products. 
• Statement 5 – Correct. Seed oils of both can be used for biofuel. 
➤  Hence 3, 4 and 5 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Minor forest produce; MSP for MFP; biofuels. Current affairs: Van Dhan Yojana; MSP for Minor Forest 
Produce scheme; National Policy on Biofuels 2018. 
SOURCES 
1.  TRIFED – trifed.in 
2.  Ministry of Tribal Affairs – tribal.nic.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 64   |   Geography / Soils 
The black cotton soil of India has been formed due to the weathering of 
(a)  brown forest soil 
(b)  fissure volcanic rock    
(c)  granite and schist 
(d)  shale and limestone 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  fissure volcanic rock 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (b) – Black (regur) soil of the Deccan has formed from the weathering of basaltic lava (fissure 

volcanic rock) of the Deccan Traps. 
• Other options – Brown forest soil, granite and schist, and shale and limestone are associated with other 

soil types. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Soil types – alluvial, black, red, laterite; soil erosion and conservation. Current affairs: Soil Health 
Card scheme; World Soil Day; National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 – India: Physical Environment (Soils) 
2.  Majid Husain – Geography of India 
3.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
  

Question 65   |   Science & Tech / Biotechnology – Vaccines 
With reference to recent development regarding 'Recombinant Vector Vaccines', consider the 
following statements: 
1. Genetic engineering is applied in the development of these vaccines. 
2. Bacteria and viruses are used as vectors. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2    
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Both 1 and 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
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• Statement 1 – Correct. A gene for a pathogen antigen is inserted into a vector by recombinant DNA 

technology. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Harmless viruses (adenovirus, vaccinia) or bacteria are used as vectors. 
➤  Both correct – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Types of vaccines – live attenuated, inactivated, subunit, mRNA, viral vector. Current affairs: 
Covishield (Oxford–AstraZeneca) and Sputnik V are viral-vector vaccines; Covaxin is inactivated; ZyCoV-D is 
a DNA vaccine (August 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  ICMR – icmr.gov.in 
2.  WHO – who.int (COVID-19 vaccine tracker) 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 66   |   Science & Tech / Genetics 
In the context of hereditary diseases, consider the following statements: 
1. Passing on mitochondrial diseases from parent to child can be prevented by mitochondrial replacement 
therapy either before or after in vitro fertilization of egg. 
2. A child inherits mitochondrial diseases entirely from mother and not from father. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2    
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Both 1 and 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Mitochondrial replacement (maternal spindle transfer before fertilisation, or 

pronuclear transfer after fertilisation) can prevent transmission. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Mitochondrial DNA is inherited from the mother (sperm mitochondria are 

generally eliminated). 
➤  Both correct – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Mitochondrial DNA; genetic disorders; IVF. Current affairs: UK's 2015 law on mitochondrial donation 
and the birth of 'three-parent' babies; ART (Regulation) Act 2021 in India. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Principles of Inheritance 
2.  Nature / Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority – hfea.gov.uk 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 67   |   Science & Tech / Agricultural Biotechnology 
Bollgard I and Bollgard II technologies are mentioned in the context of 
(a)  clonal propagation of crop plants 
(b)  developing genetically modified crop plants    
(c)  production of plant growth substances 
(d)  production of biofertilizers 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  developing genetically modified crop plants 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (b) – Bollgard I (Cry1Ac) and Bollgard II (Cry1Ac + Cry2Ab) are genetically modified Bt cotton 

technologies providing resistance against bollworms. 
• Other options – Not related to tissue culture, growth substances or biofertilisers. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: GM crops; Bt cotton (approved 2002); GEAC. Current affairs: Pink bollworm outbreak; illegal HTBt 
cotton; GEAC and GM mustard debate. 
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SOURCES 
1.  GEAC – geacindia.gov.in 
2.  ICAR – icar.org.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 68   |   Science / Physics in Daily Life 
In a pressure cooker, the temperature at which the food is cooked depends mainly upon which of the 
following? 
1. Area of the hole in the lid 
2. Temperature of the flame 
3. Weight of the lid 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
1 and 3 – The steam pressure inside is limited by the weight of the lid (the vent weight) and the area of the 
vent hole; the pressure sets the boiling point and so the cooking temperature. 
2 – The flame temperature does not set the cooking temperature once the steam pressure limit is reached; 
extra heat only produces more steam released through the vent. 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Boiling point and pressure; Clausius–Clapeyron relation. Current affairs: Energy-efficient cooking – 
induction and PNG; Ujjwala Yojana 2.0 (2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 Physics – Thermal Properties of Matter 
2.  NCERT Class 11 Chemistry 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 69   |   Science / Microbiology 
Consider the following:  
1. Bacteria  
2. Fungi  
3. Virus 
Which of the above can be cultured in artificial/synthetic medium? 
(a)  1 and 2 only    
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 and 2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Bacteria and fungi – Can be grown on nutrient agar, broth and other artificial media. 
• Virus – An obligate intracellular parasite; it needs living host cells (cell culture, embryonated eggs) and 

cannot grow on artificial cell-free media. 
➤  Hence 1 and 2 only – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Microbial culture techniques; viruses. Current affairs: COVID-19 virus culture in Vero cells for 
vaccines (Covaxin); genome sequencing consortium INSACOG (December 2020). 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Microbes in Human Welfare 
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2.  ICMR – icmr.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 70   |   Science / Virology 
Consider the following statements: 
1. Adenoviruses have single-stranded DNA genomes whereas retroviruses have double-stranded DNA 

genomes. 
2. Common cold is sometime caused by an adenovirus whereas AIDS is caused by a retrovirus. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. Adenoviruses have double-stranded DNA genomes; retroviruses have single-

stranded RNA genomes. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Adenoviruses can cause the common cold; HIV (the cause of AIDS) is a 

retrovirus. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Virus classification; reverse transcriptase. Current affairs: Adenovirus-vector vaccines (Covishield, 
Sputnik V); HIV/AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act 2017; World AIDS Day. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 12 Biology – Human Health and Disease 
2.  ICMR – icmr.gov.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 71   |   Science / Chemistry – Water 
Water can dissolve more substances than any other liquid because 
(a)  it is dipolar in nature    
(b)  it is a good conductor of heat 
(c)  it has high value of specific heat 
(d)  it is an oxide of hydrogen 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  it is dipolar in nature 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Water molecules are polar (dipolar), so they surround and stabilise ions and polar 

molecules, making water the 'universal solvent'. 
• Options (b), (c), (d) – Heat conduction, specific heat and being an oxide do not explain its solvent power. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Hydrogen bonding; polarity; solvent properties of water. Current affairs: Jal Jeevan Mission; water 
quality testing; International Decade for Action 'Water for Sustainable Development'. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 Chemistry – Hydrogen 
2.  NCERT Class 9 Science 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 72   |   Science / Applied Physics – Lighting 
With reference to street-lighting, how do sodium lamps differ from LED lamps? 
1. Sodium lamps produce light in 360 degrees but it is not so in the case of LED lamps. 
2. As street-lights, sodium lamps have longer life span than LED lamps. 
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3. The spectrum of visible light from sodium lamps is almost monochromatic while LED lamps offer 

significant colour advantages in street-lighting. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  3 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Sodium lamps radiate in all directions (360°); LEDs are directional. 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. LEDs last much longer (about 50,000 hours) than sodium lamps. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. Sodium lamps emit almost monochromatic yellow light; LEDs give better colour 

rendering options. 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 only – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Light sources; energy efficiency. Current affairs: Street Lighting National Programme (SLNP) by EESL; 
UJALA scheme; 'LED revolution'. 
SOURCES 
1.  EESL – eeslindia.org 
2.  BEE – beeindia.gov.in 
3.  NCERT Class 12 Physics – Wave Optics 
  

Question 73   |   Science & Tech / Health – COVID-19 
The term 'ACE2' is talked about in the context of 
(a)  genes introduced in the genetically modified plants 
(b)  development of India's own satellite navigation system 
(c)  radio collars for wildlife tracking 
(d)  spread of viral diseases    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  spread of viral diseases 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – ACE2 (angiotensin-converting enzyme 2) is the cell-surface receptor that the SARS-CoV-2 

spike protein binds to for entry into human cells. 
• Others – Not related to GM plants, NavIC or radio collars. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Viral entry; receptors; vaccines targeting the spike protein. Current affairs: COVID-19 variants (Delta, 
Omicron from November 2021) and spike mutations; vaccination drive crossing 100 crore doses (21 October 
2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  ICMR – icmr.gov.in 
2.  WHO – who.int 
3.  Shankar IAS – Science and Technology 
  

Question 74   |   Environment / Chemicals & Health 
Bisphenol A (BPA), a cause of concern, is a structural/key component in the manufacture of which of 
the following kinds of plastics? 
(a)  Low-density polyethylene 
(b)  Polycarbonate    
(c)  Polyethylene terephthalate 
(d)  Polyvinyl chloride 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  Polycarbonate 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
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• Option (b) – BPA is a building block of polycarbonate plastics and epoxy resins; it is an endocrine 

disruptor. 
• LDPE, PET and PVC – Not made from BPA as a key monomer (PVC may contain BPA as an additive in 

some cases). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Plastics and polymers; endocrine disruptors. Current affairs: Single-use plastic ban notified (August 
2021; effective 1 July 2022); Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules 2021; BPA-free baby bottles. 
SOURCES 
1.  WHO – who.int 
2.  CPCB – cpcb.nic.in 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 75   |   Environment / Chemicals & Health 
'Triclosan', considered harmful when exposed to high levels for a long time, is most likely present in 
which of the following? 
(a)  Food preservatives 
(b)  Fruit-ripening substances 
(c)  Reused plastic containers 
(d)  Toiletries    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Toiletries 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – Triclosan is an antimicrobial agent used in toothpaste, soaps, hand washes and other 

toiletries. 
• Others – Not typical of preservatives, ripening agents or reused plastics. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Emerging contaminants; antimicrobial resistance. Current affairs: US FDA ban on triclosan in 
consumer soaps (2016); cosmetics regulation by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and CDSCO. 
SOURCES 
1.  CDSCO – cdsco.gov.in 
2.  US FDA – fda.gov 
3.  Shankar IAS – Environment 
  

Question 76   |   Science / Astronomy 
Which one of the following is a reason why astronomical distances are measured in light-years? 
(a)  Distances among stellar bodies do not change. 
(b)  Gravity of stellar bodies does not change. 
(c)  Light always travels in straight line. 
(d)  Speed of light is always same.    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Speed of light is always same. 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Options (a) and (b) – Stellar distances and gravity do change (stars move; gravity depends on mass and 

distance). 
• Option (c) – Light bends in gravitational fields (gravitational lensing), so it does not always travel in a 

straight line. 
• Option (d) – The speed of light in vacuum is constant, which makes the light-year a reliable unit of 

distance. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Light-year, parsec, astronomical unit. Current affairs: James Webb Space Telescope (launched 25 
December 2021); Chandrayaan-3 plans; ISRO's Gaganyaan. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 8 Science – Stars and the Solar System 
2.  NCERT Class 11 Physics 
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3.  ISRO – isro.gov.in 
  

Question 77   |   Polity / Parliamentary System 
We adopted parliamentary democracy based on the British model, but how does our model differ from 
that model? 
1. As regards legislation, the British Parliament is supreme or sovereign but in India, the power of the 

Parliament to legislate is limited. 
2. In India, matters related to the constitutionality of the Amendment of an Act of the Parliament are 

referred to the Constitution Bench by the Supreme Court. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2    
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Both 1 and 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. British parliamentary sovereignty is unlimited; India's Parliament is bound by the 

written Constitution, federal division of powers and judicial review. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Under Article 145(3), questions of substantial constitutional interpretation, 

including the validity of amendments, are heard by a Constitution Bench of at least five judges. 
➤  Both correct – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Westminster model vs Indian system; judicial review; basic structure (Kesavananda Bharati 1973); 
Article 145(3). Current affairs: Constitution Bench hearings (Aadhaar, Article 370, EWS reservation); the 
NJAC judgment. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  D.D. Basu – Introduction to the Constitution of India 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
  

Question 78   |   Polity / Governance – Administrative Reforms 
With reference to the Union Government, consider the following statements: 
1. Gopalaswamy Iyengar Committee suggested that a minister and a secretary be designated solely for 

pursuing the subject of administrative reform and promoting it. 
2. In 1970, the Department of Personnel was constituted on the recommendation of the Administrative 

Reforms Commission, 1966, and this was placed under the Prime Minister's charge. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Treated as incorrect by the official key. (The 1949 Gopalaswamy Ayyangar report on the 

reorganisation of the central government machinery is distinct from the proposals for a dedicated 
minister/secretary on reforms; flagged as a debatable item.) 

• Statement 2 – Correct. The Department of Personnel (later DoPT) was set up in 1970 on the 
Administrative Reforms Commission's recommendation (1966) and placed under the Prime Minister. 

➤  Hence 2 only – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
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Static: Administrative Reforms Commissions – First ARC (1966, Morarji Desai/K. Hanumanthaiya); Second 
ARC (2005, Veerappa Moily). Current affairs: Mission Karmayogi (September 2021); DoPT's reforms; lateral 
entry. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity (Governance chapters) 
2.  DoPT – dopt.gov.in 
3.  Administrative Reforms Commission reports – darpg.gov.in 
  

Question 79   |   Polity / Fundamental Rights 
'Right to Privacy' is protected under which Article of the Constitution of India? 
(a)  Article 15 
(b)  Article 19 
(c)  Article 21    
(d)  Article 29 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  Article 21 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (c) – In K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), a nine-judge Bench held that the right to privacy 

is an intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 (and of Part III as a whole). 
• Articles 15, 19, 29 – Deal with non-discrimination, freedoms and cultural rights respectively. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Article 21; basic structure; data protection. Current affairs: Personal Data Protection Bill (2019, 
withdrawn 2022); Pegasus spyware allegations (July 2021) and Supreme Court's committee; IT Rules 2021. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Supreme Court – K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) 
3.  MeitY – meity.gov.in 
  

Question 80   |   Polity / Electoral Law 
Consider the following statements: 
1. In India, there is no law restricting the candidates from contesting in one Lok Sabha election from three 

constituencies. 
2. In 1991 Lok Sabha Election, Shri Devi Lal contested from three Lok Sabha constituencies. 
3. As per the existing rules, if a candidate contests in one Lok Sabha election from many constituencies, 

his/her party should bear the cost of bye-elections to the constituencies vacated by him/her in the event 
of him/her winning in all the constituencies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  1 and 3 
(d)  2 and 3 
  
OFFICIAL KEY (UPSC Set A):  QUESTION DROPPED BY UPSC – no marks counted 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Official key: marked 'X' – this question was DROPPED by UPSC and all candidates were given marks as 

per the rules (99 items counted). UPSC gave no public reason; the analysis below is for concept-building. 
• Statement 1 – Unsound. Section 33(7) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (amended in 1996) 

limits a candidate to contesting from a maximum of two constituencies in a general election. 
• Statement 2 – Appears sound. Devi Lal contested from three constituencies in 1991 (before the 1996 

amendment; these included Sikar, Rohtak and Ferozepur). 
• Statement 3 – Unsound. There is no rule requiring the party to bear the by-election cost; the Election 

Commission has recommended that the candidate bear the cost (a proposal pending). 
• On merits the answer would have been (b) 2 only; since the question was dropped, no ANSWER: exists. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
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Static: Representation of the People Act 1951; Section 33(7); by-elections. Current affairs: Election 
Commission's proposal to bar candidates from contesting from two seats / fund by-election cost (2016–
2022); Law Commission 255th Report on electoral reforms. 
SOURCES 
1.  Representation of the People Act 1951 – indiacode.nic.in 
2.  Election Commission of India – eci.gov.in 
3.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity (Electoral system) 
  

Question 81   |   Polity / Urban Governance 
Consider the following statements: 
1. 'Right to the City' is an agreed human right and the UN-Habitat monitors the commitments made by each 

country in this regard. 
2. 'Right to the City' gives every occupant of the city the right to reclaim public spaces and public 

participation in the city. 
3. 'Right to the City' means that the State cannot deny any public service or facility to the unauthorized 

colonies in the city. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  3 only 
(c)  1 and 2 
(d)  2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
Statement 1 – Incorrect. 'Right to the City' is a concept and a rights-based approach (from the New Urban 
Agenda, 2016), not an internationally agreed binding human right that UN-Habitat monitors country by 
country. 
  Statement 2 – Correct. It stresses the inhabitants' right to use and shape the city, including public spaces 
and participation. 
  Statement 3 – Correct as framed. It implies access to basic services for all inhabitants, including those in 
unauthorised colonies. 
➤  Hence 2 and 3 – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Urban governance; 74th Amendment; slums. Current affairs: Habitat III and the New Urban Agenda; 
PM-UDAY for Delhi's unauthorised colonies (2019); Smart Cities Mission; AMRUT 2.0 and SBM-U 2.0 
(October 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  UN-Habitat – unhabitat.org 
2.  Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs – mohua.gov.in 
3.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
  

Question 82   |   Polity / Criminal Procedure 
With reference to India, consider the following statements: 
1. Judicial custody means an accused is in the custody of the concerned magistrate and such accused is 

locked up in police station, not in jail. 
2. During judicial custody, the police officer in charge of the case is not allowed to interrogate the suspect 

without the approval of the court. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 

mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com


Website: civilstap22@gmail.com                                                                                                   Contact us: 7814622609 
 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
Statement 1 – Incorrect. In judicial custody the accused is lodged in jail (under the magistrate), not in a 
police lock-up; police custody is the one in the police station. 
  Statement 2 – Correct. During judicial custody the police can interrogate the accused only with the court's 
permission. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: CrPC – police custody vs judicial custody (Section 167); Article 22; D.K. Basu guidelines. Current 
affairs: Custodial violence debates; Supreme Court on custodial torture and CCTVs in police stations (2020). 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Code of Criminal Procedure 1973 – indiacode.nic.in 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
  

Question 83   |   Polity / Prison Law 
With reference to India, consider the following statements: 
1. When a prisoner makes out a sufficient case, parole cannot be denied to such prisoner because it 

becomes a matter of his/her right. 
2. State Governments have their own Prisoners Release on Parole Rules. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
Statement 1 – Incorrect. Parole is not a matter of right; it is granted at the discretion of the competent 
authority in accordance with the rules (courts have held it is not an absolute right). 
  Statement 2 – Correct. Prisons are a State subject, so each State has its own parole rules (for example, the 
Delhi Prison Rules). 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Prisons – State List Entry 4; parole vs furlough; Prisoners Act 1894; Model Prison Manual 2016. Current 
affairs: Emergency parole during COVID-19 to decongest prisons (Supreme Court directions, 2020–21). 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Ministry of Home Affairs – mha.gov.in (Model Prison Manual) 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
  

Question 84   |   Polity / Tribal Rights – Forest Rights 
At the national level, which ministry is the nodal agency to ensure effective implementation of the 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006? 
(a)  Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(b)  Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
(c)  Ministry of Rural Development 
(d)  Ministry of Tribal Affairs    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal agency for the Forest Rights Act, 2006. 
• Others – MoEFCC, Panchayati Raj and Rural Development have related roles but not the nodal one. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 

mailto:civilstap22@gmail.com


Website: civilstap22@gmail.com                                                                                                   Contact us: 7814622609 
 
Static: Forest Rights Act 2006; Gram Sabha; PESA 1996. Current affairs: Niyamgiri; community forest 
resource rights; Van Dhan Yojana; Forest Conservation Rules (2022). 
SOURCES 
1.  Ministry of Tribal Affairs – tribal.nic.in 
2.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
3.  MoEFCC – moef.gov.in 
  

Question 85   |   Polity / Fundamental Rights – Article 14 
A legislation which confers on the executive or administrative authority an unguided and uncontrolled 
discretionary power in the matter of application of law violates which one of the following Articles of 
the Constitution of India? 
(a)  Article 14    
(b)  Article 28 
(c)  Article 32 
(d)  Article 44 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  Article 14 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – Unguided, arbitrary discretion violates the right to equality before law and equal protection 

(Article 14); arbitrariness is the antithesis of equality (E.P. Royappa, Maneka Gandhi). 
• Articles 28, 32, 44 – Deal with religious instruction, remedies and the Uniform Civil Code respectively. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Article 14; reasonable classification; doctrine of arbitrariness. Current affairs: Shayara Bano (triple 
talaq, 2017) using manifest arbitrariness; Section 66A struck down (2015). 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  D.D. Basu – Introduction to the Constitution of India 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
  

Question 86   |   Polity / Federalism 
Which one of the following in Indian polity is an essential feature that indicates that it is federal in 
character? 
(a)  The independence of judiciary is safeguarded.    
(b)  The Union Legislature has elected representatives from constituent units. 
(c)  The Union Cabinet can have elected representatives from regional parties. 
(d)  The Fundamental Rights are enforceable by Courts of Law. 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  The independence of judiciary is safeguarded. 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – An independent judiciary that acts as the arbiter of Union–State disputes is an essential 

feature of federalism. 
• Options (b), (c) – Representation in legislature or cabinet is also a feature of unitary states. 
• Option (d) – Enforceable fundamental rights are a feature of constitutional democracy, not specifically 

of federalism. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Federal features – written constitution, division of powers, independent judiciary, bicameralism; S.R. 
Bommai (1994). Current affairs: Centre–State tensions over GST compensation, farm laws and CBI 
jurisdiction; Article 131 suits. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  D.D. Basu – Introduction to the Constitution of India 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
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Question 87   |   Polity / Political Theory 
Which one of the following best defines the term 'State'? 
(a) A community of persons permanently occupying a definite territory independent of external 

control and possessing an organized government    
(b) A politically organized people of a definite territory and possessing an authority to govern them, maintain 

law and order, protect their natural rights and safeguard their means of sustenance 
(c) A number of persons who have been living in a definite territory for a very long time with their own culture, 

tradition and government 
(d) A society permanently living in a definite territory with a central authority, an executive responsible to the 

central authority and an independent judiciary 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  A community of persons permanently occupying a definite territory 
independent of external control and possessing an organized government 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (a) – The classical four elements of a State are population, definite territory, government and 

sovereignty (independence from external control). Option (a) captures all four. 
• Option (b) – Omits sovereignty and adds extra functions (rights, sustenance). 
• Option (c) – Omits sovereignty and government in the proper sense; adds 'long time' and culture, which 

are not essential. 
• Option (d) – Describes a specific constitutional system, not the definition of State. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Elements of State; State vs nation vs government; sovereignty. Current affairs: Recognition debates – 
Taliban government in Afghanistan (August 2021); Palestine's status. 
SOURCES 
1.  NCERT Class 11 Political Theory – Citizenship / Nationalism 
2.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
3.  O.P. Gauba – An Introduction to Political Theory 
  

Question 88   |   Polity / Judiciary 
With reference to Indian judiciary, consider the following statements: 
1. Any retired judge of the Supreme Court of India can be called back to sit and act as a Supreme Court 

judge by the Chief Justice of India with prior permission of the President of India. 
2. A High Court in India has the power to review its own judgement as the Supreme Court does. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only    
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Article 128 allows the CJI, with the President's previous consent, to request a 

retired Supreme Court judge to sit and act as a judge of the Court. 
• Statement 2 – Treated as incorrect by the key. The Supreme Court's review power is explicit under Article 

137; for High Courts the review power is generally recognised as an inherent power of a court of record 
(Article 215), but the key accepts only statement 1. Flagged as a debatable item. 

➤  Hence 1 only – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Articles 124–147; Article 128 (retired judges); Article 137 (review); curative petition (Rupa Ashok Hurra, 
2002). Current affairs: Appointment of ad hoc judges under Article 224A and 128 debates (Lok Prahari case, 
2021); collegium recommendations. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Constitution of India – legislative.gov.in 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
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Question 89   |   Polity / Citizenship 
With reference to India, consider the following statements: 
1. There is only one citizenship and one domicile. 
2. A citizen by birth only can become the Head of State. 
3. A foreigner once granted the citizenship cannot be deprived of it under any circumstances. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only    
(b)  2 only 
(c)  1 and 3 
(d)  2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (a)  1 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. India has single citizenship (unlike the USA) and a single domicile (the whole 

country). 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. The Constitution does not restrict the Presidency to natural-born citizens; any 

citizen who is 35 years old and qualified can become President. 
• Statement 3 – Incorrect. Under the Citizenship Act, 1955 (Sections 9 and 10), citizenship can be 

terminated or deprived (for example, if obtained by fraud). 
➤  Only statement 1 – option (a). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Articles 5–11; Citizenship Act 1955; Article 58. Current affairs: Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2019 and 
the CAA rules; NRC (Assam, 2019). 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Ministry of Home Affairs – mha.gov.in 
3.  Citizenship Act 1955 – indiacode.nic.in 
  

Question 90   |   Polity / Political Theory – Liberty 
Which one of the following factors constitutes the best safeguard of liberty in a liberal democracy? 
(a)  A committed judiciary 
(b)  Centralization of powers 
(c)  Elected government 
(d)  Separation of powers    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Separation of powers 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – Separation of powers prevents concentration of authority and provides checks and 

balances, which is the best structural safeguard of liberty (Montesquieu). 
• Option (a) – A committed judiciary signals partisan bias, not independence. 
• Option (b) – Centralisation of power threatens liberty. 
• Option (c) – An elected government alone does not guarantee liberty (majoritarian risk). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Separation of powers; checks and balances; Montesquieu's Spirit of the Laws; basic structure. 
Current affairs: Judicial independence and tribunals reforms (Tribunals Reforms Act 2021). 
SOURCES 
1.  O.P. Gauba – An Introduction to Political Theory 
2.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
3.  NCERT Class 11 Political Theory 
  

Question 91   |   Polity / Directive Principles 
Under the Indian Constitution, concentration of wealth violates 
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(a)  the Right to Equality 
(b)  the Directive Principles of State Policy    
(c)  the Right to Freedom 
(d)  the Concept of Welfare 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  the Directive Principles of State Policy 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (b) – Article 39(c) (Directive Principles) directs the State to ensure that the operation of the 

economic system does not result in concentration of wealth and means of production to the common 
detriment. 

• Others – The Right to Equality, the Right to Freedom and the 'concept of welfare' are not the specific 
constitutional provisions on this. 

STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Article 39(b)–(c); Article 31C; Kesavananda Bharati. Current affairs: Oxfam inequality report (January 
2021); wealth-tax debates. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity (DPSP) 
2.  Constitution of India – legislative.gov.in 
3.  Oxfam India – oxfamindia.org 
  

Question 92   |   Polity / Fundamental Rights – Property 
What is the position of the Right to Property in India? 
(a)  Legal right available to citizens only 
(b)  Legal right available to any person    
(c)  Fundamental Right available to citizens only 
(d)  Neither Fundamental Right nor legal right 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  Legal right available to any person 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (b) – The 44th Amendment (1978) removed property from the Fundamental Rights; Article 300A 

now provides that no person shall be deprived of property except by authority of law. It is a 
constitutional/legal right available to any person (not only citizens). 

• Others – It is no longer a fundamental right and not limited to citizens. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Articles 19(1)(f) (repealed), 31 (repealed), 300A; Part XII. Current affairs: Land acquisition law (2013); 
Supreme Court's recent rulings that Article 300A is a human right (2020). 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
2.  Constitution of India – legislative.gov.in 
3.  Supreme Court – sci.gov.in 
  

Question 93   |   Polity / Constitutional History 
What was the exact constitutional status of India on 26th January, 1950? 
(a)  A Democratic Republic 
(b)  A Sovereign Democratic Republic    
(c)  A Sovereign Secular Democratic Republic 
(d)  A Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  A Sovereign Democratic Republic 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (b) – The original Preamble (1950) described India as a Sovereign Democratic Republic. 
• Options (c) and (d) – 'Socialist' and 'Secular' were added by the 42nd Amendment (1976). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
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Static: Preamble; 42nd Amendment; Berubari case (1960) and Kesavananda Bharati (1973) on whether the 
Preamble is part of the Constitution. Current affairs: Republic Day; 'Constitution Day' on 26 November. 
SOURCES 
1.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity (Preamble) 
2.  Constitution of India – legislative.gov.in 
3.  NCERT Class 11 – Indian Constitution at Work 
  

Question 94   |   Polity / Political Theory 
Constitutional government means 
(a)  a representative government of a nation with federal structure 
(b)  a government whose Head enjoys nominal powers 
(c)  a government whose Head enjoys real powers 
(d)  a government limited by the terms of the Constitution    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  a government limited by the terms of the Constitution 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – Constitutional government is a government whose powers are limited and regulated by the 

Constitution; it is the opposite of arbitrary rule. 
• Options (a), (b), (c) – Federal structure, nominal heads and real heads of government do not define 

constitutional government. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Constitutionalism; rule of law; limited government. Current affairs: Basic structure doctrine; judicial 
review of executive action. 
SOURCES 
1.  O.P. Gauba – An Introduction to Political Theory 
2.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
3.  NCERT Class 11 – Indian Constitution at Work 
  

Question 95   |   Art & Culture / Languages 
With reference to India, the terms 'Halbi, Ho and Kui' pertain to 
(a)  dance forms of Northwest India 
(b)  musical instruments 
(c)  pre-historic cave paintings 
(d)  tribal languages    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  tribal languages 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Option (d) – Halbi (Chhattisgarh/Odisha, Indo-Aryan), Ho (Munda language of Jharkhand/Odisha) and 

Kui (Dravidian, Odisha) are tribal languages. 
• Others – They are not dance forms, instruments or cave paintings. 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Tribal languages; Eighth Schedule (22 languages); UNESCO endangered languages. Current affairs: 
NEP 2020 and mother-tongue instruction; Scheme for Protection and Preservation of Endangered Languages 
(SPPEL); International Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022–32). 
SOURCES 
1.  Ministry of Education – education.gov.in 
2.  Census of India – censusindia.gov.in 
3.  NCERT Class 11 – An Introduction to Indian Art 
  

Question 96   |   Polity / National Awards 
Consider the following statements in respect of Bharat Ratna and Padma Awards: 
1. Bharat Ratna and Padma Awards are titles under the Article 18(1) of the Constitution of India. 
2. Padma Awards, which were instituted in the year 1954, were suspended only once. 
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3. The number of Bharat Ratna Awards is restricted to a maximum of five in a particular year. 
Which of the above statements are not correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  1, 2 and 3 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Not correct. Article 18(1) abolishes titles; the Supreme Court (Balaji Raghavan, 1996) held 

that these awards are not 'titles' and are not to be used as prefixes or suffixes. 
• Statement 2 – Not correct. The awards were suspended twice (1978–79 and 1993–97). 
• Statement 3 – Not correct. The maximum number of Bharat Ratna awards in a year is three. 
➤  All three statements are not correct – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Article 18; Bharat Ratna (1954) and Padma awards; Balaji Raghavan v. Union of India (1996). Current 
affairs: Padma Awards 2021 announced on Republic Day eve; Bharat Ratna debates. 
SOURCES 
1.  Ministry of Home Affairs – mha.gov.in (Awards) 
2.  M. Laxmikanth – Indian Polity 
3.  Supreme Court – Balaji Raghavan (1996) 
  

Question 97   |   Current Affairs / Environment – Urban Forests 
Consider the following statements:  
Statement 1: The United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) and the Arbor Day Foundation have 
recently recognized Hyderabad as 2020 Tree City of the World.  
Statement 2: Hyderabad was selected for the recognition for a year following its commitment to grow and 
maintain the urban forests. 
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 
(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct and Statement 2 is the correct explanation for Statement 

1 
(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct but Statement 2 is not the correct explanation for 

Statement 1 
(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is not correct 
(d) Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 is correct    
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 is correct 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. The recognition 'Tree City of the World' is given by the Arbor Day Foundation in 

partnership with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, not the UNCDF. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Hyderabad was recognised for 2020 for its commitment to growing and 

maintaining urban forests. 
➤  Hence Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 is correct – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Urban forestry; Tree City programme; Haritha Haram. Current affairs: Hyderabad named 2020 Tree 
City of the World (February 2021); Nagar Van Yojana (2020) for 200 urban forests. 
SOURCES 
1.  Arbor Day Foundation – arborday.org 
2.  FAO – fao.org 
3.  MoEFCC – moef.gov.in 
  

Question 98   |   Current Affairs / Sports 
Consider the following statements in respect of the Laureus World Sports Award which was instituted 
in the year 2000: 
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1. American golfer Tiger Woods was the first winner of this award. 
2. The award was received mostly by 'Formula One' players so far. 
3. Roger Federer received this award a maximum number of times compared to others. 
Which of the above statements are correct? 
(a)  1 and 2 only 
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  1 and 3 only    
(d)  1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (c)  1 and 3 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Correct. Tiger Woods won the first Laureus World Sportsman of the Year award (2000). 
• Statement 2 – Incorrect. The award has been won by athletes from many sports; Formula One drivers 

(Schumacher, Hamilton) are only a few. 
• Statement 3 – Correct. Roger Federer has won the Laureus Sportsman of the Year the most times (five: 

2005–08 and 2018). 
➤  Hence 1 and 3 – option (c). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: International sports awards. Current affairs: Laureus World Sports Awards 2021 – Rafael Nadal 
(Sportsman) and Naomi Osaka (Sportswoman); Sachin Tendulkar's 2011 World Cup shoulder-ride won the 
Laureus Sporting Moment 2000–2020. 
SOURCES 
1.  Laureus – laureus.com 
2.  Olympics.com 
3.  The Hindu – Sport 
  

Question 99   |   Current Affairs / Sports – Olympics 
Consider the following statements in respect of the 32nd Summer Olympics: 
1. The official motto for this Olympics is 'A New World'. 
2. Sport Climbing, Surfing, Skateboarding, Karate and Baseball are included in this Olympics. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only    
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (b)  2 only 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
• Statement 1 – Incorrect. The Tokyo 2020 motto was 'United by Emotion'. 
• Statement 2 – Correct. Tokyo 2020 (held in July–August 2021) added sport climbing, surfing, 

skateboarding, karate and baseball/softball. 
➤  Only statement 2 – option (b). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: Olympic movement; Olympic Charter. Current affairs: India's best-ever Olympic haul – 7 medals 
including Neeraj Chopra's javelin gold (7 August 2021); Mirabai Chanu's silver; Paris 2024 and Los Angeles 
2028 sports. 
SOURCES 
1.  Olympics.com 
2.  Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports – yas.nic.in 
3.  The Hindu – Sport 
  

Question 100   |   Current Affairs / Sports – Cricket 
Consider the following statements in respect of the ICC World Test Championship: 
1. The finalists were decided by the number of matches they won. 
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2. New Zealand was ranked ahead of England because it won more matches than England. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only 
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2    
ANSWER:  (UPSC Set A):  (d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
DETAILED EXPLANATION 
Statement 1 – Incorrect. Finalists were decided by the percentage of points (PCT) earned out of the points 
contested, not by the number of matches won. 
Statement 2 – Incorrect. Rankings in the 2019–21 cycle were also decided by percentage of points, not 
simply the number of wins. 
➤  Neither is correct – option (d). 
STATIC + CURRENT AFFAIRS LINK 
Static: ICC rules; points system. Current affairs: New Zealand beat India in the first WTC final at 
Southampton (June 2021); the 2021–23 cycle. 
SOURCES 
1.  ICC – icc-cricket.com 
2.  BCCI – bcci.tv 
3.  The Hindu – Sport 
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